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Grades 3-5 Word Study
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Reach Associates and P-5 Instruction Team

Climate, Culture, Systems & Instruction
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NORMS & WORKING AGREEMENTS

• Look for learning – new perspectives, interpretations.

• Be fully present.

• When possible, keep your camera on to facilitate interaction.

• Monitor airtime so all voices are heard. 
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THE SCIENCE OF READING

The research undergirding the science of reading has 
culminated in a preponderance of evidence to inform 
how proficient reading and writing develop; why some 
have difficulty; and how we can most effectively assess 
and teach and, therefore, improve student outcomes 
through prevention of and intervention for reading 
difficulties.”

- The Reading League, “A Defining Movement”
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OUTCOMES FOR UPCOMING SESSION

Deepen, validate and clarify understandings about: 

• the research and instructional recommendations of 

the Science of Reading.

• Everett’s Structured Literacy Framework. 

• research-based instructional practices aligned with 

Everett’s Structured Literacy Framework.

• research-based recommendations and suggestions for 

the Word Study block. 



Science of Reading, Reach Associates 2022   |   6Science of Reading, Reach Associates 2022   |   6

EVERETT’S PARTNERS in the WORK
Reach supports advancing student achievement and social emotional learning 
through the implementation of deliberate and explicit instructional practices.  Reach 
strives to connect research and theory with practice. Undergirding ALL of Reach’s 
work is the belief that equitable and effective instructional practices:

▪ reflect current scientific and action-based research
▪ are informed by “what students need to know and be able to do”
▪ use valid, reliable and ongoing assessments to document students’ learning 

and inform decision-making
▪ create high levels of student engagement through meaningful learning 

opportunities
▪ are defined by the use of explicit language that tells students the “what,” 

“how” “when” and “why” of their learning
▪ and recognize the ongoing importance of developing a child’s expressive and 

receptive language.
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SCIENCE OF READING

The body of work referred to as ‘the science of 

reading’ is not an ideology, a philosophy, a political 

agenda, a one-size-fits-all approach, a program of 

instruction, nor a specific component of instruction.  

- Dr. Louisa Moats
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SCIENCE OF READING

…These studies have revealed a great deal about 

how we learn to read, what goes wrong when 

students don’t learn, and what kind of instruction is 

most likely to work the best for the most students.

- Dr. Louisa Moats
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SCIENCE OF READING

…It is the emerging consensus from many related 

disciplines, based on literally thousands of studies, 

supported by hundreds of millions of research 

dollars, conducted across the world in many 

languages…     - Dr. Louisa Moats
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SCIENCE OF READING

The tragedy here is that most reading failure is 

unnecessary.  We now know that classroom 

teaching itself, when it includes a range of research-

based components and practices, can prevent and 

mitigate reading difficulty. - Louisa C. Moats
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SCARBOROUGH ROPE
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CONNECTING CONVERSATION

It is a coordinated movement of the thoracic muscles in the 

chest, diaphragm, larynx in the throat, and palate in the mouth. 

It helps distribute surfactant to coat the alveoli in the lungs. This 

semi-voluntary action is controlled by neurotransmitters in the 

hypothalamus of the brain. It is also associated with increased 

levels of neurotransmitters, neuropeptide proteins and certain 

hormones.
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STRUCTURED LITERACY MODEL

• Vocabulary
• Morphology
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK

Unit Planning 
and Pacing
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VOCABULARY - RESEARCH

We know that of the many features of complex text, difficult or 

uncommon vocabulary likely plays the largest role in causing 

student difficulty (Nelson et al 2012). We also know vocabulary is one 

of the primary causes of the achievement gap (Becker 1977, Baumann & 

Kameenui 1991, Stanovich 1986), and many students from low-income 

households enter school with smaller vocabularies than their 

more affluent peers (Hart and Risley 1995, Biemiller 2010). For all of these 

reasons, vocabulary instruction needs to be more systematic, 

intensive, and efficient than it has been to date. Liben, 2019
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Based on the work of Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2002

TIERS OF WORDS

Understanding how words are classified 

into tiers can help educators plan 

effective vocabulary instruction. All text 

can be broken down into three tiers of 

words, each with its own implications 

for instruction.            David Liben, 2013
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK - VOCABULARY
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VOCABULARY ROUTINES
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VOCABULARY ROUTINES

1. Read the Vocabulary Routines & Guidance
2. Code the Text

What you know

What stands out and/or excites you

What is something new or needs further exploration

Breakout Room Discussion
• Share your reflections from the document
• Discuss the connections you have to your current instructional practice
• Discuss considerations for next steps
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CLASSROOM APPLICATION
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CLASSROOM APPLICATION
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DETERMINING WHICH WORDS TO TEACH

• Words needed to fully comprehend the text 

• Words likely to appear in future texts (Tier 2)

• Words that share a similar morpheme

• Words which have multiple meanings 

• Words which may show a nuance in meaning

summarize

construct, construction, destruction

ring

chilly, cold, frozen frigid
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MORPHOLOGY - RESEARCH

The majority of English words have been made 

through combinations of morphological 

elements such as prefixes and suffixes with base 

words.
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MORPHOLOGY - RESEARCH

Research has documented a strong correlation 

between morphological awareness and success 

in reading, writing and spelling.
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MORPHOLOGY TERMS 

Jamboard
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Intentional instruction should include:

•meanings of specific affixes and roots,

• analysis of how a word’s morphemes contribute to 

its meaning,

• grammatical function,

• spelling, and

• strategies for figuring out the meaning of words. 

MORPHOLOGY INSTRUCTION
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK - MORPHOLOGY
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MORPHOLOGY SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5
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WORD WHEEL - PREFIX

1. Choose a word part
2. Define the word part
3. Brainstorm words that include 

the word part
4. For each new word choose an 

activity 
• Draw a picture that shows 

an example of the word
• Write a definition of the 

word
• Write or draw a personal 

connection to the word
• Write a sentence that 

shows what the word 
means

Unplug 

Dad says I need 
to unplug from 

my phone.

unhappy

My dog is 
unhappy when he 

goes to the vet.

unwellunfair

unhealthy 

not healthy

unwise

Word Part
un-

“not”, 
“opposite 

of”
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WORD FAMILIES – ROOT or BASE WORD

spect
to see, to 

watch

respect

I respect your 
opinion.

disrespect

Ex. – booing the 
other team

Non-Ex. –
shaking hands

spectator

prospect

The possibility 
of future 
success

suspect

inspect

1. Choose a base or root word
2. Define the word
3. Brainstorm words that include 

the base or root
4. For each new word choose an 

activity 
• Draw a picture that shows 

an example of the word
• Write a sentence that 

shows what the word 
means

• Write a definition of the 
word

• Write an example and a 
non-example
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WORD WHEEL - SUFFIX

1. Choose a word part
2. Define the word part
3. Brainstorm words that include 

the word part
4. For each new word choose an 

activity 
• Draw a picture that shows 

an example of the word
• Write a definition of the 

word
• Write or draw a personal 

connection to the word
• Write a sentence that 

shows what the word 
means

Word Part
-able
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CANVAS RESOURCES
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• Implement a vocabulary and morphology 
routine
•Prepare to share out at next session

•Attend Word Study Session #2 – January 24
•Phonics 
• Fluency

•Mark your calendar – February 16
•Word Study Session #3

NEXT STEPS
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Use the chat box to share:

• a new or deeper learning

• a routine or strategy you will implement

REFLECTIONS & EXIT TICKET
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THANK YOU
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Best Practices in Elementary Literacy Instruction

Grades 3-5 Word Study
Session 2

January 24, 2022
4:15-6:15 PM

Reach Associates and P-5 Academics Team

Climate, Culture, Systems & Instruction
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NORMS & WORKING AGREEMENTS

• Look for learning – new perspectives, interpretations.

• Be fully present.

• When possible, keep your camera on to facilitate interaction.

• Monitor airtime so all voices are heard. 
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RECONNECTING CONVERSATION 

Collegial Sharing in Breakout Rooms

• Please share with colleagues a vocabulary and/or 
morphology routine you’ve implemented since the 
last session.

• Describe the routine from the instructional lens.
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK

Unit Planning 
and Pacing
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK - VOCABULARY

• Use the  vocabulary words 
from Reach.

• Approximately 15-25 mins.

• Implement the suggested 
high leverage vocabulary 
routines from Reach.

• Vocabulary instruction and 
guided practice occurs 
throughout the literacy 
block and across content.  
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK - MORPHOLOGY

• Use the  affixes and 
base/root words from 
grade level scope and 
sequence.

• Approximately 15-25 mins.

• Use the Word Wheel and 
Word Families.  

• Morphology instruction 
and guided practice occurs 
throughout the literacy 
block and across content.  
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OUTCOMES for TODAY’S SESSION

Deepen, validate and clarify understandings about: 

• the research and instructional recommendations of the Science of 
Reading,

• research-based instructional practices aligned with Everett’s 
Structured Literacy Framework, 

• research-based recommendations and suggestions for the Word 
Study Components of:
o Phonics including Syllabication 

and
o Fluency
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SCIENCE OF READING

…The research undergirding the Science of Reading have 

revealed a great deal about how we learn to read, what goes 

wrong when students don’t learn, and what kind of 

instruction is most likely to work the best for the most 

students…. The tragedy here is that most reading failure is 

unnecessary.  We now know that classroom teaching itself, 

when it includes a range of research-based components and 

practices, can prevent and mitigate reading difficulty.

- Dr. Louisa Moats
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SCARBOROUGH ROPE
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WORD STUDY COMPONENT – PHONICS 
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PHONICS - RESEARCH

Systematic, explicit phonics instruction helps children to 

make the neurological connections between the areas of 

the brain that are devoted to visual (writing), 

phonological (sound), and semantic (meaning) 

processing. Some children form these neurological 

connections quickly, while others require more intensive 

instruction and repeated exposures. A very small number 

of fortunate children are able to make the connections on 

their own, without explicit teaching.                  
- Dr. Jennifer Buckingham, Anne Castles, 2019
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PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION – RF.3

3rd Grade: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.

a. Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes 
and derivational suffixes. 

b. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
c. Decode multisyllable words. 
d. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

4th and 5th Grades: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words. 

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences,
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK - PHONICS
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PHONICS  - DAY 1 

Decoding/Blending

Hard and Soft c
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PHONICS  - DAY 2 

Application & Practice

Word Sorting

Hard c Soft C

calculate accumulate certify concert

recycle criticize conclusion celebrate

Word Building

cent
center
central
century
percent
centimeter
concentrate
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PHONICS  - DAY 3

Encoding/Dictation

1. pencil
2. cinema
3. certain
4. curtain
5. cyclone
6. I appreciate you taking time to sort the recycle.

Formative Assessment 
Opportunity
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TRYING IT ON

• Independently Read the Phonics 
Instructional Guidance

• Breakout Rooms
• Practice the Day 1 Blending Routine.
• Share your reflections.
• Discuss the connections you have to 

your current instructional practice.
• Discuss considerations for next steps.
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WORD STUDY – PHONICS & SYLLABICATION
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PHONICS – SYLLABICATION RESEARCH

When students are faced with reading multisyllable words, it 

is extremely helpful that they are familiar with the different 

syllable types or patterns. They will then have strategies to 

divide such a word into its syllables, and from there to blend 

the syllables so they can pronounce the whole word.
https://ortongillinghamonlinetutor.com/the-big-five-phonics-teaching-syllabication/

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fortongillinghamonlinetutor.com%2Fthe-big-five-phonics-teaching-syllabication%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAFox%40everettsd.org%7Cd41830e85129444907fd08d9bc4bd221%7Ca6158ef04f854b0da599925097f77b3d%7C0%7C0%7C637747856111061932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gyUG64F2Ql6A8KIkT6tlBYlvc0X%2BOrUbYQtc%2Bgl4ZgE%3D&reserved=0
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PHONICS – SYLLABICATION RESEARCH

…Being able to spot the common spelling patterns or syllable 

types will aid them in the division. Instead of guessing, they 

will be able to attack long words and read them accurately 

and fluently. When encoding (spelling) a word, listening for 

the vowel sound in a particular syllable can help a student 

select a syllable pattern and “map” the phonemes in that 

syllable onto the letters they write.   

https://ortongillinghamonlinetutor.com/the-big-five-phonics-teaching-syllabication/

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fortongillinghamonlinetutor.com%2Fthe-big-five-phonics-teaching-syllabication%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAFox%40everettsd.org%7Cd41830e85129444907fd08d9bc4bd221%7Ca6158ef04f854b0da599925097f77b3d%7C0%7C0%7C637747856111061932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gyUG64F2Ql6A8KIkT6tlBYlvc0X%2BOrUbYQtc%2Bgl4ZgE%3D&reserved=0
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK – SYLLABICATION 
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SYLLABICATION TYPES 

Jamboard
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SYLLABICATION INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE

Week 1: Intentional Teaching 
and/or Review of Rule

Week 3: Review, Application & 
Practice
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WORD STUDY COMPONENT – FLUENCY
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WHAT IS FLUENCY?

26

FLUENCYaccuracy and 
automaticity

rate and 
pacing

prosody
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PHONICS COMPREHENSION
FLUENCY

While fluent reading is likely to aid comprehension, it is not a 
guarantee. On the other hand, being a disfluent reader is very 

likely to result in less than adequate comprehension.
- Student Achievement Partners

PREREQUISITES FOR COMPREHENSION 

Mastering the foundational skills (phonics and fluency) are pivotal 

for students to comprehend text. - Tim Rasinski
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LEARNING TO BE A FLUENT READER

The good news is that fluency is an element of reading 

that can be improved relatively quickly with some 

attention and practice. And, fluency practice can be 

conducted during existing classroom activities and 

routines, with little in the way of additional resources.

UnboundEd ELA Guide, 2017
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WORD STUDY FRAMEWORK – FLUENCY
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FLUENCY THROUGH THE WEEK

Fluency G2-5
See pg. 4
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A LOOK INTO A CLASSROOM
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INTENTIONAL FLUENCY INSTRUCTIONAL LANGUAGE

Intentional and Explicit:
• Whats
• Hows
• Whys

Fluency G2-5
See pgs. 2-3
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TRYING IT ON

Breakout Rooms
• Assign roles – 1 teacher, 2 students
• Teacher –

• Identify a teaching point from either 
accuracy, pacing, or prosody.

• Model the skill.
• Students –

• Practice the skill with the passage. 

• Switch roles and repeat protocol with a 
new teaching point focused on a different 
skill of fluency. Example – G4 Unit 4 Week 1 (PM4.7)
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FINAL FRAMEWORK OVERVIEW
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• Implement a phonics, syllabication and a 
fluency routine.
•Prepare to share out at next session.

•Try on the Word Study Framework

•Attend Word Study Session #3 – February 16
• Small group instruction
• Independent application and practice

NEXT STEPS
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REFLECTIONS & EXIT TICKET
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THANK YOU
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Best Practices in Elementary Literacy Instruction

Grades 3-5 Word Study
February 16, 2022

4:15-6:15 PM

Reach Associates and P-5 Instruction Team

Climate, Culture, Systems & Instruction
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NORMS & WORKING AGREEMENTS

• Look for learning – new perspectives, interpretations.

• Be fully present.

• When possible, keep your camera on to facilitate interaction.

• Monitor airtime so all voices are heard. 
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OUTCOMES for TODAY’S SESSION

Deepen, validate and clarify understandings of: 

• Word Study routines based on the research and instructional 
recommendations of the Science of Reading.

• the ‘what’, ‘why’, and ‘how’ of targeted small group 
instruction focusing on the components of Word Study.
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RECONNECTING CONVERSATION 

Collegial Sharing in Breakout Rooms

• Please share with colleagues a phonics and/or fluency 
routine you’ve implemented since the last session.
• Describe the routine from the instructional lens.

• Share how the Word Study Framework is supporting 
your planning and implementation of the Word Study 
Block.
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UPDATED FRAMEWORK
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VOCABULARY
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VOCABULARY PLANNING
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INSTRUCTIONAL MAP
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VOCABULARY – REACH for READING
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VOCABULARY
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VOCABULARY

When planning for vocabulary I will….

Please add your response to the Chat Box.
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PHONICS
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PHONICS PLANNING
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INSTRUCTIONAL MAP
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PHONICS – REACH for READING

Sound/Spelling Cards
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PHONICS

Please add your response to the Chat Box.

After seeing the planning for phonics and 
syllabication, I have greater clarity for….
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FLUENCY
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FLUENCY PLANNING
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INSTRUCTIONAL MAP
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FLUENCY – REACH for READING

Fluency Passages:
Week 1
Week 3
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FLUENCY

Please add your response to the Chat Box.

An ah-ha I had for fluency planning was….
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MORPHOLOGY
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MORPHOLOGY PLANNING
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MORPHOLOGY - RESOURCES
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MORPHOLOGY

Please add your response to the Chat Box.

Moving forward, when planning for 
morphology I will…
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A LOOK AT A 2 WEEK CYCLE
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WORD STUDY APPLICATION
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A DEEPER DIVE INTO PHONICS

Phonics Progressions
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A DEEPER DIVE INTO PHONICS

High-Leverage Routines

Decoding/Blending Encoding/Dictation
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A DEEPER DIVE INTO PHONICS

High-Leverage Routines
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PLANNING TIME
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FLEXIBLE TARGETED SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 

• Groups are flexible and determined by on-going 

assessment data 

• Students are fluidly grouped by instructional need
• Phonics

• Fluency

• Comprehension

• Frequency depends on students’ needs 

- 15-20 minutes per group

- at least 2 times a week
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SMALL GROUP CONSIDERATIONS

Once I determine a skill, how do I group students?

What instructional routines or practices are used 
during targeted small group instruction?

What does “flexible” mean?

Where can I access additional resources?
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I-READY- 4th grade student case study
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I-READY
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3 - Key Ideas that surfaced

2 - Implications for my planning and teaching

1 - Question you have

3-2-1 REFLECTION & DISCUSSION
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NEXT STEPS

• Connect with your coach or team around an 
area of focus

• Collaborate to plan a 2-week cycle
• Implement focused Word Study instruction
• Connect with a member of our team for 

additional support
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EXIT TICKET
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THANK YOU
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